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earlier obligations. This relates in the first instance to
our alliances. We had occasion to observe this in the
course of our numerous contacts with the Governments
of the allied countries. I should like to recall in the first
instance the visit to Warsaw of M. Barthou, our staunch
friend, whose signature is fixed to the pact of alliance
of 1921. The personal contact with the French Foreign
Minister, severed by the tragic death of M. Barthou,
was resumed at Geneva in the same spirit with his
successor, M. Laval.
In my previous statement, I dealt with Poland's
action regarding the generalization of the treaties
for the protection of national minorities and referred to
the moral foundations and practical implication of the
problem. The effect of our motion, the trend of the
discussions, and the repercussions, are known to you
from the reports of the meeting of the Assembly. I do
not, therefore, intend to enter again into all the details
of the subject. I would only recall that our pertinent
motives met with no reasoned argument; on the
contrary, the debate came to a deadlock owing to reasons
of procedure, which compelled us to define our attitude
independently. But I should like also to draw your
attention to the bearing of this question on our relation-
ship to the League. It must be frankly admitted that,
as things were before, the actions of that institution, as
far as they affected Poland, were such as to upset out
public opinion and offend both our interests and national